LISTENING 1
So, I wanted to tell you about my e-reader. It's one of the favourite things I own. It’s a dedicated e-reader, which means that the only thing I can use it for is reading books.
It's not like using my computer or a smartphone to read a book. For one thing, the battery life is really long. The battery lasts like two, three weeks for me unlike my computer or phone, which I have to charge pretty much every day.
I also like my e-reader because it's really light-weight compared to my laptop, so it’s much easier to carry around. Of course, my phone is light too, but I find it's harder to read a book on a smartphone because the screen is so small.
And I really like the display on my e-reader. It's kind of like reading on paper. It’s different from my phone and computer because those have an LCD screen, which means they’re backlit which can cause eyestrain. And I find that if I'm spending a lot of time on my computer or phone, especially before bed, I have a hard time falling asleep. But the e-reader screen has a different kind of screen and its not backlit. Even though mine does have a light in it, the light is actually shining on the front of the screen. It’s hard to explain, but it's definitely a different kind of screen than a computer screen.


LISTENING 2
Petra: Anthony is talking about buying a condo, but I’m just not sure I like the idea. I love our apartment. It’s spacious, it’s in a great neighbourhood, and the rent is reasonable. I’m also quite happy not to have to pack up all of our stuff and move someplace else. I’ve already moved a lot in my life, and moving again will be so hard on our kids. I’d rather just continue renting the place we’re in. What do you think, Gail?
Gail: Well, I know that moving is a real hassle, but I think you need to weigh the pros and cons of both options: continuing to pay rent or owning your own place, before you dismiss the idea altogether.
Petra: What do you mean?
Gail: Well, there are certain advantages to owning your own place versus renting. The main advantage is that it’s an investment for your future. When you pay rent, you’re basically giving the money away to someone else. Sure, you have a place to live, but in the end, you don’t have anything that you can say is your own.
Petra: Hmm, I’ve never thought of it that way.
Gail: Also, investing in real estate is much more secure than the stock market, for example.  Real estate prices always seem to be going up, so buying something now means it will probably be worth a lot more in the future. And something else to keep in mind is that interest rates are relatively low right now, so this is a good time to buy.
Petra: Good point. But are there any disadvantages to buying a condo?
Gail: Well, one drawback is that condos usually have maintenance fees, and those can be expensive. Sometimes the price of a condo seems like a good deal, but if you look more closely, you find that the maintenance fees really add to your costs. You really need to look carefully at those fees and the services they cover before you buy anything.
Petra: Thanks for this, Gail. You’ve given me lots of food for thought.

